SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 1st November 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

25th October 2004







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1. APOLOGIES

2. TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS











(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.

3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY 

(7.30pm)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL











(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15 P.M. ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM).

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
4. MINUTES









(7.40pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 20th September 2004 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 18th October 2004. (PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)

5. MATTERS ARISING








(7.45pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS  
(7.50pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


7. ANNUAL BULLETIN - ANNUAL REPORT




 
(7.55pm)

To receive and consider Clerk's report.
(COPY ATTACHED)


8. ANNUAL BULLETIN/ANNUAL REPORT - ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE (8.05pm)

To receive and consider the Clerk's report.

(COPY ATTACHED)

9. ANNUAL BULLETIN/ANNUAL REPORT PRODUCTION DEADLINES
(8.10pm)


To receive and consider the Clerk's report.

(COPY ATTACHED)

(8.15pm)

10. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2005






(8.20pm)


To approve Agenda for the meeting.


(DRAFT ATTACHED)


11. SANDY CHARITIES - ACCOUNTS FOR YEAR ENDED 9TH JUNE 2004
(8.30pm)

To receive the Clerk's Report.



(COPY ATTACHED)

12. TRAFALGAR WEEKEND  21ST - 23RD OCTOBER 2005



(8.35pm)

To receive and consider the Clerk's report.

(COPY ATTACHED)

13. THE LICENSING ACT 2003







(8.45pm)

To receive and consider the Clerks' report.

(COPY ATTACHED)

14. THE QUALITY TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL SCHEME


(8.55pm)


To receive and consider the Clerks' report.

(COPY ATTACHED)


15. SANDY ACTION FOR YOUTH "TABOO" DAY AT SANDY UPPER SCHOOL ON WEDNESDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 2004






(9.10pm)

To receive a verbal report from Cllr Aldis on the deliberations of the Communications Working Group.

16. PRESS RELEASE








( 9.20pm)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

DATE/REF
APPLICANT
DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
MID BEDS NOTIFIED
MID BEDS DECISION

15.10.04

127/04


04/01798/FULLMMMr A Leigh

5 Falcon Close

Sandy

Beds

SG19 2TA
Full application for the erection of a double storey extension to side elevation incorporating study and utility room on ground floor with extended bedroom and new bedroom on first floor.

Near neighbours 3 & 7 Falcon Close and 1 The Harriers, Sandy notified

F & G P

1.11.04


20.10.04

128/04


04/01914/TDM

02 UK Ltd

260 Bath Road

Slough

Bath

SL1 4QX
Telecommunications Determination (Masts) application for the installation of 2 antennae, 2 600mm dishes upon pylon number 4K403 and a new cabin located at ground level enclosed be wooden boarded timber fence at Lowfield Farm, Everton Road, Sandy, Beds.

F & G P

1.11.04


22.10.04

129/04


04/01936/FULL

Mr Mrs L Longworth

24 The Rookery

Sandy

SG19 2UR
Full application for the erection of a 2 storey front extension and dormer window over garage at 24 The Rookery, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 15 adnd 22 The Rookery, Sandy notified

F & G P

1.11.04


25.10.04

130/04


04/01909/FULL

Mr & Mr D Biggs

19 Brickhill Road

Sandy

SG19 1JH
Full application for the erection of a part 2 storey and single storey side/rear extension at 19 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neigbours 18 & 20 Brickhill Road and 13 & 15 Rutland Gardens, Sandy notified

F & G P

1.11.04


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 20.9.2004

5.  MATTERS ARISING

* (a) Planning Application 41\2001\1683 Fallowfield Estate, Shop, houses etc. (5.12.01) (F41/01)


No further information received.

(b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Cllr Aldis to report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.

(c) Periodic Electoral Review - Final Recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England - Changes to Parish/Town Council Electoral Arrangements (16.8.04) (F30/04)

No further information received.

(d) French Market, Sandy - Sunday 17th October 2004 (20.9.04) (F41/04).

Members requested information regarding the possibility of setting up a Farmers Market in Sandy.  These can be operated either by the Town Council itself or a market operator.

They must be run strictly in accordance with the Farmers Market Charter this means that they must comply with the normal legal requirements of Health and Safety, Trading Standards, Environmental Health etc. In addition there are strict controls on the type of products on sale i.e. that they should all be locally sourced and sold direct from producer to the public. The producer has to be in attendance on the market stall.


An investigation of all the markets in the region affiliated to the Farmers Market Association does not show any that are operated by a market organisation, they are all run either by the relevant District Council or the Town Council.  Midland Markets does not promote Farmers Markets either.

The Farmers Market at Ampthill is organised by the Ampthill Town Centre Manager.

* EXEMPT INFORMATION - SECTIONS (9/12) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985.  THE PRESS AND PUBLIC MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004
6.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS







2003/2004


(1) Capital Expenditure


(a) Replace worn safety surfacing around existing play equipment, Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

All repair work on the surface is now completed.

2004/2005
(2) Capital Expenditure

(a) Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

As members are aware Cllr Frood had organised the construction of these ramps to the Council's specification. However, the final product was such that (contrary to the specification) it was impossible to load lawnmowers on to the back of the vehicle.  When Cllr Frood pointed this out to Messrs Searles they declined to construct replacement ramps.

Cllr Frood has approached TFL Truck Fitments in Bedford for another quotation which will be presented to Committee for consideration in due course.
(3) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Verbal report from Cllr Gale.

(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Materials to build composting facility


The compost bins have been constructed.  Allotment holders have been sent letters informing them of the facility.


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004
7.  ANNUAL BULLETIN/ANNUAL REPORT 

Members will recall that the Annual Bulletin in the format published by the Town Council for many years now has to change to comply with the Quality Council Application Regulations, or alternatively a separate Annual Report has to be issued. Obviously if members are intent on continuing to publish the Bulletin in its current form, the Annual Report could be contained therein either as a separate insert or a separate section. The Annual Report though must be in some way different from the other contents of the Bulletin, particularly when they do not specifically relate to Town Council activities.

With the publication of the Quarterly Newsletter containing general information, the Clerk understood that it was the wish of members that the Bulletin for 2005 onward would become the Annual Report, however that could be a misunderstanding.

Committee therefore needs to agree on the desired format for the Annual Report for 2005 in order that the Communications Group know the number of pages available and the likely content required.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
-COPIES OF THE ANNUAL REPORTS OF BOTH 
INFORMATION ATTACHED
  ST. IVES AND HOUGHTON REGIS TOWN        COUNCILS.


   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO

INSTRUCT AS TO THE FORMAT OF THE ANNUAL REPORT AND OR BULLETIN FOR 2005.
T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

14th October 2004

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004
8.  ANNUAL BULLETIN/ANNUAL REPORT - ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE

The preparation of this publication is in the hands of the Editor, Cllr Aldis and the Communications Working Group:- Cllrs Goss, Sharman, Mrs Gautier-Groom and one vacancy (ex Cllr Wheatley).  However, dependant on decisions made earlier in the evening an Advertising Representative may still need to be appointed.

With the former Bulletin this work has been completed for many years by Cllr Frood who has not indicated that he is unable or unwilling to continue but who will need clear guidance as to the amount of advertising space that will be available in the new style publication.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- NONE 
INFORMATION ATTACHED



   

ACTION REQUIRED



- IF THOUGHT NECESSARY COMMITTEE IS 








REQUESTED TO APPOINT AN ADVERTISING








REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE 2005 








PUBLICATION
T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

14th October 2004



SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004
9.  ANNUAL BULLETIN/ANNUAL REPORT - PRODUCTION DEADLINES 

Early December 2004 
First meeting of Sub-Committee to agree content, articles and authors.

Early January 2005

Meeting of Sub-Committee to receive and approve articles, copy etc.

By 21st January 2005

Meeting to finalise all content and adverts.

31st January 2005

Draft copy to go to F & GP Committee Meeting for Approval.

2nd February 2005

Final approved Copy and Adverts to go to Lion Press.

11th February 2005

First proof from Lion Press to Editor.

15th February 2005 

First proof to be returned to Lion Press.

22nd February 2005

Final proof to Editor.

28th February 2005

Final proof to be returned to Lion Press

11th March 2005

Publication Date

14th March 2005

Members collect their copies while at F & GP Committee.

25th to 28th March 2005
Easter

3rd April 2005


Delivery to have been completed by Members (3 weekends available)

25th April 2005

Annual Parish Meeting


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004

10.  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING - MONDAY 25TH APRIL 2005
Every elector of Sandy and Beeston is invited to this meeting in the Theatre Hall of Sandy Upper School Engayne Avenue at 7.30 pm on Monday 25th April 2005.  
AGENDA

1) Apologies for absence.

2) Minutes of the 2004 Annual Parish Meeting - Copies will be supplied.


3) Matters Arising - A list showing the latest position will be available.

4) Reports from Elected Representatives:


  (a) Town Council and Parish Charities - Cllr C Osborne.

   (b) *Mid Beds District Council - District Councillor ?

(c) * Bedfordshire County Council - County Cllr P Blaine.


*Copies of the written reports will be supplied at the Meeting but can be obtained in advance from either the offices of Sandy Town Council or the Library.

5) Resolutions and Questions (To be submitted to the Town Council Office, 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy by     15th April 2005).


6) Presentation of the Town Mayor's Award for Services to the Community.


7) Open Forum





In order that a full answer may be available to any question 

it would be helpful if these could be submitted

to the Council Offices in advance.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004
11. SANDY CHARITIES - ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 9TH JUNE 2004


    £



    £

Value of funds at 9.6.03




11071.00

Plus Income




  7011.00





18082.00

Less Expenditure

Administrative, Professional and

Legal Fees etc




  1350.00

Payments for the purpose of charity

10516.00







11866.00


11866.00

Value of Funds at 9.6.04






  6216.00

This summary has been prepared from information provided by the Clerk to the Trustees of Sandy Charities and in the format agreed by the Charity and the Council in order to preserve confidentiality.  The full Accounts are held at the Council Offices and may be made available for perusal by any interested Member of Council.

It is regretted that it is not possible to give further information than the above in the meeting.

Copies of this summary will be available at the Annual Town Meeting.

T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

14th October 2004

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004

12. TRAFALGAR WEEKEND 21ST - 23RD OCTOBER 2005

The Government is encouraging communities to consider organising events to commemorate Trafalgar Weekend - 21st - 23rd October 2005.

For those who may have forgotten their school history this is the 200th Anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar and the heroism of Admiral Horatio Nelson. Historians say it is the most celebrated British Naval victory of all time and that which deterred Napoleon from invading Britain.

There will be a number of National events but Councils, individuals, clubs, pubs, youth groups, community organisations etc are all being invited to consider the organising of special events to commemorate this important date.

Among the events being suggested are: Trafalgar Day Lunch, Trafalgar Night Dinner, Trafalgar Night Party (all on Friday 21st October 2005) or a special Church Service of Commemoration and Thanksgiving for Nelson's Life on Sunday 23rd October 2005.  Any other suggested events would be equally acceptable.

If the event chosen involves food and drink the organisers are requested to choose local specialities from this part of the Country to form the main part of the meal just as local produce would have been used to provision Nelson and his men 200 years ago.  If the support of charity is intended to be a feature of the chosen celebrations it is suggested that the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution and the King George's Fund for Sailors would be two particularly worthy causes.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- NONE 
INFORMATION ATTACHED

   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO

INSRUCT AS TO ANY FURTHER ACTION THAT IS TO BE TAKEN
T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

14th October 2004

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004



13. THE LICENSING ACT 2003

As many members will no doubt be aware the above Act transfers certain licensing functions from the Magistrates Courts to the District Council and requires the Council to carry out the functions as a Licensing Authority with a view to promoting four principle licensing objectives:-



(a) Prevention of Crime and Disorder


(b) Public Safety


(c) Prevention of Public Nuisance


(d) Protection of Children from Harm

Various pieces of earlier legislation will be repealed, including the Sunday Observance Act 1786 and the Licensing Acts of 1964 and 1968, when the new Act becomes fully effective in November 2005.

One of the primary tasks required of the District Council is to prepare a Statement of Licensing Policy setting out the Council's position in relation to its duties under the Act in respect of alcohol licensing, the regulation of entertainment and late night refreshment.

The Council are now seeking comments and feedback on the Draft Statement of Licensing Policy 2004/2007 (COPY ATTACHED) and have also prepared a response questionnaire (COPY ALSO ATTACHED).

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- (a) DRAFT STATEMENT OF LICENSING 
INFORMATION ATTACHED
POLICY 2004/2007
- (b) RESPONSE TO DRAFT STATEMENT PRO FORMA

   

ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO

CONSIDER THE DRAFT STATEMENT AND TO INSTRUCT AS TO COMPLETION OF THE RESPONSE FORM.
T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

14th October 2004

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004

14. THE QUALITY TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL SCHEME

Under the above scheme there is a requirement for Charters to be drawn up between our own sector of Government and the principal authorities.  The Charters should set out how the three tiers of local government will work in partnership to achieve the best results for the local community.  The Charters should also identify the additional benefits and responsibilities that Parish and Town Councils can expect from achieving Quality status.

The County Council Charter has been in place since 2001 and will shortly be updated.

During the summer the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils have held exploratory meetings to discuss new Charters with both M.B.D.C. and South Beds D.C.

As a result of these meetings it is thought that it may be useful to receive from Town and Parish Councils an indication of those services that they might be interested in taking on under delegated responsibility and once they themselves had achieved Quality Status.

Listed below are a number of services which may be delegated (along with some funding) and members are requested to indicate which, if any, of these areas of service Sandy Town council could be interested in taking over.  At this stage this will provide no firm commitment upon the Council but purely an indication of potential areas of interest which will inform the discussions at future meetings with the principal authorities:-

Control of markets
Highway verge/footpath maintenance
Street lighting (non-principal routes)

Street naming

Issue of travel passes/vouchers

Noise/nuisance abatement
Development control (some aspects)

Libraries/museums (some aspects)

Leisure and Tourism (some aspects)

Taxi and public entertainment licensing

Street cleaning

Litter collection/control

Recycling provision

Parking restrictions

Road safety measures

Tree preservation orders

Public conveniences

Allotments

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY


-NONE 
INFORMATION ATTACHED

   

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004

14. THE QUALITY TOWN AND PARISH COUNCIL SCHEME (CONT)


ACTION REQUIRED



- COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO

CONSIDER THE LIST OF SERVICES AND TO INSTRUCT AS TO ANY NEW SERVICES NOT CURRENTLY BEING UNDERTAKEN BY THE TOWN COUNCIL THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE DELEGATED TO SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
T.N.Stewart

Clerk to the Council

14th October 2004
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